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kst presents: Spring 2022 welcome home

“When I think of home/ I think of a place where there’s love overflowing/
I wish I was home/ I wish I was back there with the things I been
knowing” – “Home,” The Wiz, music lyrics by Charlie Smalls

Following Dorothy’s (Diana Ross in The Wiz) adventures through the Land of
Oz, a fantastical NYC, she finally discovers her “world full of love…like home”
and is transported back to Harlem with help from Glinda the Good Witch
(Lena Horne). This final scene from The Wiz reminds me that it takes a “brand
new day,” a journey through self discovery to teach us to love and find our
home.

What does home mean to you? Is it a place, a feeling, a community? During
the pandemic, we all spent a lot of time in our apartments and houses, but
that doesn’t necessarily mean we were at home. To me, art and the theater
has always provided that journey to home. A place where I can fully, freely
express myself and be with others who love and appreciate the authentic me.
Over the years, Kelly Strayhorn Theater has had the great privilege of being an
artistic home to so many, from internationally acclaimed performers to
neighborhood kids taking their first ballet class at KST’s Alloy Studios.

KST has been my home too. I started here as an intern back in 2009 and even
after I left Pittsburgh, I always cherished the friends and memories made
here. I knew there was just something special about this place. Home has a
funny way of calling us back, doesn’t it?

Now as Executive Director, I want KST to continue to be a home for all of us.
Whether you feel more at home on the stage or sitting in the audience, this is
for you! 

This spring, we are excited to introduce our new pricing policy: Pay What
Moves You, an accessible scale of ticket prices. Over the last few years, we
heard feedback from artists and audiences alike–our ticket prices needed to
better reflect the value and importance of art, as well as supporting artists to
live well and thrive. Pay What Moves You encourages audiences to choose
an equitable price that best fits their budget, while also still fairly
compensating artists. It is also your opportunity to affirm the value of art! Go
for the top tier if you can afford to! It helps us keep the first tier affordable for
those who need it.

Welcome home to Kelly Strayhorn Theater with a season of beautiful,
challenging, and contemporary performances that speak to our current
moment. You may cry, you’ll definitely dance, and most importantly, you will
feel reconnected to this powerful collective of friends.

To see more of the spring season, 
visit kelly-strayhorn.org/spring-2022

joseph hall
executive director

https://kelly-strayhorn.org/events/suite-life-2021/


ABOUT kelly strayhorn Theater
Kelly Strayhorn Theater is a non-profit community
performing arts center in East Liberty, with two venues
running along historic Penn Avenue. KST’s Alloy Studios is a
cultural hub in the heart of East Liberty, and the historic
Kelly Strayhorn Theater is located in the thriving business
district. More than 20 years after its founding, KST is a home
for creative experimentation, community dialogue, and
collective action rooted in the liberation of Black and queer
people.
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Friday & Saturday, April 1 - 2

jacquea MAe
Steel In my Veins

Freshworks

Created and performed by vocalist and creative Jacquea Mae,
Steel In My Veins tells a story of being a Black woman in
Pittsburgh. With steel instead of blood in her veins, the world tells
her that she must carry it when she wants to just be. The work
takes the audience on the journey of a Black woman who comes
to terms with exhaustion, self-sacrifice, and deciding to save
herself – no matter what the world tells her.

About the show

Freshworks is KST’s creative residency for Pittsburgh-based artists
and collaborators. It supports playful exploration in performance
through interdisciplinary work in contemporary dance, theater,
music, and multimedia. The program provides artists with
financial resources, studio space, production staff, lighting and
sound design, professional development, and encouragement for
creative risk taking.

About Freshworks

Song List
Total Praise, originally by Richard Smallwood & covered by
Jacquea Mae
Love Is In Need Of Love Today by Stevie Wonder
One Step Closer by Linkin Park
Brotha, originally by Jill Scott & covered by Jacquea Mae
We Are Marching In The Light Of God, a South African
Gospel Hymn covered by Jacquea Mae
Morning Amazingness by Jacquea Mae



Jacquea Mae is an international
vocalist, actress & creative artist that
has graced the mic at several open
mics, theatrical productions and has
featured as an artist at many venues,
festivals, open mics & more,
throughout the city of Pittsburgh,
Switzerland, Ghana & beyond. Ms.
Mae continues to rave reviews for her
powerful, soulful & from the gut
performances. Jacquea’s talents,
mixed with her passion for teaching
and working with youth have blessed 

about the artist

her to mentor, care and support youth, throughout the many
neighborhoods of Pittsburgh for over fifteen years. Ms. Mae is a
growing small business owner & dedicated community activism,
determined to create what she doesn’t see. Jacquea continues
teaching youth, advocating for the people & asserting her creativity
with a voice and spirit that soars!
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The Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh, Dr. Chenits Pettigrew, Rev.
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Lock, Propel Schools, Assemble Pittsburgh, Ujamaa Collective,
Delana Flowers, Willa Cotton, Stephanie Akers, Charles Timbers,
Kevin Brown, Shaun McCarthy, New Horizons Theater, Michael
Chapman, David Edmunds, Lucas Guzzon Godinho, Gabriel
Columbo, Erika Turner, Brandi Fisher, Shaynse Strickland, Lauren
Lynch-Novakovic, Ash Chan, Peabody High School, The Olday &
Johnson Family, James Armstead Brown, Brandi Fisher, Ava Blu
Wilson, Malik Goodnight, Kingsley Association, Sista Tamanika
Howze, Sista Regina-Yasmeen, Sista Celeste Smith of BUGGS, Hill
Jordan, Taliya Allen, Tye Clarke, The Shadow Lounge Family, Gene
Stovall, Anqwenique Wingfield-Kinsel, DS Kinsel, Thomas Chatman,
Boom Concepts, Lyndsey Morgan Smith, Dr.Danielle Maggio, Pete
Spynda, Betty Davis, Funk House,Nadine Masagara-Taylor, Danielle
Howard, Leslie Ezra Thomas, Mr. Bart Weaver, Ms. White. Mrs.
Denise Smith-Russell, Mrs. Gist, Mrs. Werner, Mrs. Bailey, Faye
Cathie, Imani Jahaan, Leah Tabb, Ray Carrington, Latrice Phoenix,
Marita Garett, Michael Skirpan, Amil Cook, Iasia Thomas, Malcolm
Thomas, Baba Amir, Karla Payne, Kei Haywood, DJ Blak Steel, DJ Big
Phil,DJ Selecta, DJ Outtareach, Get Down Gang, Blak Rapp Madusa,
Livefromthecity, Jordan Montgomery, Driving While Black Records, TJ
Johnson, Community Forge, Byron Nash, Justin Brown, Julz Powell,
Devon Taliaferro, Aquene Watkins-Wise, Tamiah Bridgett, It's A
Natural Thang, Mary Jo, Tara Marie, Paradise Gray, City Of Asylum,
Oasis Taproom, The Pittsburgh Cultural Trust, my ever growing
tribe, Big Mama Thorton, Pearl Bailey, Jill Scott, Luther Vandross,
Stevie Wonder, the amazing youth I have had the pleasure to teach
& the list goes on!



Thank you!
We thank the generous individual donors, corporate
sponsors, foundations and agencies that provide vital
support for our programs and allow us to thrive in our
community. This list reflects donations and commitments
made between September 1, 2020 and August 31, 2021.
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2021-2022 Season Sponsors: 
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