KST PRESENTS
MUSIC

SUNSITAR FESTTVAL

WOMXN & MUSIC

FRIDAY & SATURDAY, MARCH 18-19, 2022

6:00PM LOBBY OPENS
7:00PM - 10:00PM PERFORMANCES

5941 PENN AVENUE, PITTSBURGH, PA 15206 | 5530 PENN AVENUE, PITTSBURGH, PA 15206



“When | think of home/ | think of a place where there’s love overflowing/
I wish I was home/ | wish | was back there with the things | been
knowing” - “Home,” The Wiz, music lyrics by Charlie Smalls

Following Dorothy’s (Diana Ross in The Wiz) adventures through the Land of
Oz, a fantastical NYC, she finally discovers her “world full of love...like home”
and is transported back to Harlem with help from Glinda the Good Witch
(Lena Horne). This final scene from The Wiz reminds me that it takes a “brand
new day,” a journey through self discovery to teach us to love and find our
home.

What does home mean to you? Is it a place, a feeling, a community? During
the pandemic, we all spent a lot of time in our apartments and houses, but
that doesn't necessarily mean we were at home. To me, art and the theater
has always provided that journey to home. A place where | can fully, freely
express myself and be with others who love and appreciate the authentic me.
Over the years, Kelly Strayhorn Theater has had the great privilege of being an
artistic home to so many, from internationally acclaimed performers to
neighborhood kids taking their first ballet class at KST's Alloy Studios.

KST has been my home too. | started here as an intern back in 2009 and even
after | left Pittsburgh, | always cherished the friends and memories made
here. | knew there was just something special about this place. Home has a
funny way of calling us back, doesn't it?

Now as Executive Director, | want KST to continue to be a home for all of us.
Whether you feel more at home on the stage or sitting in the audience, this is
for you!

This spring, we are excited to introduce our new pricing policy: Pay What
Moves You, an accessible scale of ticket prices. Over the last few years, we
heard feedback from artists and audiences alike-our ticket prices needed to
better reflect the value and importance of art, as well as supporting artists to
live well and thrive. Pay What Moves You encourages audiences to choose
an equitable price that best fits their budget, while also still fairly
compensating artists. It is also your opportunity to affirm the value of art! Go
for the top tier if you can afford to! It helps us keep the first tier affordable for
those who need it.

Welcome home to Kelly Strayhorn Theater with a season of beautiful,
challenging, and contemporary performances that speak to our current
moment. You may cry, you'll definitely dance, and most importantly, you will
feel reconnected to this powerful collective of friends.
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JOSEPH HALL
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

T0 SEE MORE OF THE SPRING SEASON,
VISIT KELLY-STRAYHORN.ORG/SPRING-2022



https://kelly-strayhorn.org/events/suite-life-2021/

ABOUT KELLY STRAYHORN THEATER

Kelly Strayhorn Theater is a non-profit community
performing arts center in East Liberty, with two venues
running along historic Penn Avenue. KST’s Alloy Studios is a
cultural hub in the heart of East Liberty, and the historic
Kelly Strayhorn Theater is located in the thriving business
district. More than 20 years after its founding, KST is a home
for creative experimentation, community dialogue, and
collective action rooted in the liberation of Black and queer
people.
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SUNSTAR FESTIVAL

WOMXN & MUSIG

" FHIDAY MARCH 18, 2022
NATROB]
WITTH SPECIAL GUESTS

7:15PM KING JMP UHORDAN PRICE)
71:30PM THE CHILDLIKE EMPRESS
8:05PM SAVANNAH SHANTELL
8:20PM NAIROBI

9:00PM DJ FEMI
JUICED UP JOEY

SATURDAY MARCH 19, 2022

VAL ANDREA
W SIPEGIAL GUESTS

71:15PM DIARRA IMANI

7:30PM GENA Y PENA

8:05PM DEJAH MONEA

8:20PM NAJJ ANDREA

9:00PM ICY PISCES FKA DJ AESTHETICS
A'LEIGHSHA



ABQUT THE ARTISTS

Nairobi is a singer-songwriter,
rapper, actress, poet, artist, director,
teaching artist, visual artist, and S
activist from Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania. She is a member of
Thood Media, where she is blessed t
use her art and empower others to
use their voices, as she strongly
represents her brand of “Individuality,==
Divinity, and Purpose.” She has /
earned numerous honors, including
winning The August Wilson

Monologue Competition and ' .
scholarship in 2016, being named Pennsylvania’'s Most Valuable

Person by the Bill Neal Foundation in 2018, and being honored by
the Pittsburgh Public Schools during Black History Month for her
work in art and activism.

Visit Nairobi's website for to stay connected!

Special thanks:

Thank you Laela Lumsden and Aziaha Robinson for choreographing,
dancing beautifully, and making rehearsals so much fun, L.A.quan
the Myth for producing the closing number, Oso the Great, and
Livefromthecity for performing with me, ] The Anomaly for
everything you've done, the Kelly Strayhorn Theater, staff, and
mentors for the amazing opportunity, and for helping to make
everything possible, Anqwenique for being an amazing mentor, my
family and friends for always supporting, and most importantly,
God.

Najj Andrea is a singer-songwriter
from the East Side of Pittsburgh.
They say music is the language of
the soul, and Andrea writes music
for people who wish they could put
their feelings into words. Andrea
always felt like an outcast in her
younger years and never knew
where to fit in, but music became
her outlet and a way to express
herself. Najj Andrea brings a fresh
perspective to the music scene. Her

sound is a powerful mix of heart,
soul, and R&B with raw personal lyrics. The storles behlnd the music

are the only competition for her elusive melodies.

Visit Najj. Andrea's website to stay connected!

Special thanks:

Thank you to Kelly Strayhorn Theater for this opportunity, to my
band for always sticking with me and making it work when it's
difficult, Madame Trio for being patient with me and being apart of
the show, my friends and family for always supporting me and
making anything possible. | want to thank the audience and my
supporters for coming out and taking a chance on me time and time
again. | want to thank my mentor and all KST staff for being so
supportive and helpful through this process. | also want to thank
Gabby Johnson for helping me create my vision for the background
projections. | also want to thank all the women who put their
thought and heart into the audio clips to help bring the show
together.


https://www.queenofnairobi.net/?fbclid=IwAR2BAq7LPs8rvwflX86iwQU3FOAw4rOEta1JWYCA4S1LgO7hdOWZ-UBszPE#social-media
https://www.najjandreaofficial.com/

ABOUT THE ARTISTS

A'leighsha Gibson is a singer songwriter from the south hills of
Pittsburgh who goes by the name of “A’leighsha J". Music has
always been a passion of hers. She started writing music at the age
of 6 years old and now preforms her music live for Atlantic Record’s
A&R’s and has recorded music with Eric Coptic a Producer from
Brooklyn. Gibson has hit the stage in Manhattan, Brooklyn, New
Jersey, Miami and music festivals in Pittsburgh! She’s released 2
music videos and her music style is a cross between R&B and Soul
music.

The Childlike Empress is a Black and Indigenous, queer and
genderfluid multifaceted artist and sex worker creating dynamic
work focusing on mental health, sexuality, eroticism, fluidity and
healing from trauma. They grew up in NYC, but currently reside in
Pittsburgh where they have been working on their music, visual art
and many other creative projects.

Dejah Monea was born in the small city of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
on March 30, 1999. She realized she has a voice at a late church
service just at seven years old. A renowned preacher by the name of
Michael Stampley prophesied a bright singing career over her life
and ever since then she has been singing in all types of artistic
outlets. Throughout her adolescence, she participated in plays,
artistic development programs, performing arts institutions, etc that
allowed her to express herself and remain disciplined in her craft.
As her journey of finding her identity continues so does her style of
music. She is a nonconformist and is unapologetic when it comes to
her expression. Dejah simply hopes to make others feel. She is
continuing in her journey and would love to share it with as many as
possible.

Diarra Imani, a globally-renowned artist, educator, coach, and
mentor, has work spanning across the world- from leading sessions
at the UK Embassy in Accra, Ghana to fulfilling the role of Emmy-
nominated poet here in the States. Whether it is poetry or
discussing the possibilities of a better tomorrow Diarra Imani has
done the work. Her source of inspiration has largely sprung from
her foundation - the hometown of Pittsburgh, music, art, and
entrepreneurship. Join the journey and find reverie in her resonance
and upcoming album, On Zen.

D] Femi is an extremely talented multifarious DJ based in the city of
Pittsburgh. Her DJ career started 15 years ago when she attended a
local performing arts school, CAPA. Femi is one of the most popular
DJs in the City of Pittsburgh. As she represents for all of the women
in the music industry. She continues to stand for women in the
entertainment industry as well as women worldwide. She is a
beacon of light in the night life and a prime example that women
can be great DJ's too.



Gefa y Pefia play Latin American songs of love and life, music that
will take you to Latin America and the Caribbean. This sublime duet
is comprised of Puerto Rico-born Gefia on vocals and percussion,
and Colombian-American Carlos Pefia on guitar. Since 2007, they
have been playing boleros, montunos, bombas, plenas and soul.
Their sound captures the sweet and clear, the romantic and sultry,
the beautiful and lively songs of yesterday.

ICY PISCES fka Deejay Aesthetics a.k.a Tresa Murphy Green is a
young, dynamic, multidisciplinary artist and cultural curator.
Creative, visionary and thinker Tresa Murphy Green poet, deejay,
self taught artisan and organizer makes an intentional step to center
the voices, perspectives and lives of black women and femmes in all
forms of their work.

Juiced Up Joey is a singer and songwriter specializing in Hip-Hop
and R&B. Follow them on Instagram@_juicedupjoey.

Jhordan Price also known as King JMP is a 18 year old local artist.
She is currently a first year student at Penn State Main. Jhordan
writes as an outlet making her work authentic to her personal
experience. Sharing the art she created is important to her because
she hopes that it can impact people who can relate to some of the
messages. Her goal is to stay positive much like Price herself. She is
currently working on the release of her very first EP titled Blue Light
Diaries projected to release late summer 2022.

Savannah Shantell, born in the Steel City, is 24 years old and has
been singing since the age of 6. She started in church and has done
everything from performing at First Night Pittsburgh for New Years
Eve, to Performing on the Benedum stage for the musical Dreamgirls
to writing her very first single called “Shattered” Which is on all
platforms. Her inspirations are the likes of Jazmine Sullivan, Whitney
Houston, and Bruno Mars just to name a few. Savanna's career is
definitely one to follow. To find out more follow her on
@SavannahShantell on all social media platforms!



THANK YOU!

We thank the generous individual donors, corporate
sponsors, foundations and agencies that provide vital
support for our programs and allow us to thrive in our
community. This list reflects donations and commitments
made between September 1, 2020 and August 31, 2021.
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NEW VOICES
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Levin Furniture & Mattress
Urban Redevelopment Authority



INDIVIDUAL DONORS

Bilal Abbey

Kyle Abraham

Deborah L. Acklin

Jorunn W. Allersma

Peter Andersen

Scott Andrew, Ethan Jerrett
Joann & Martin Aurand
Rosa Averbach

Arthur Aviles

Valerie Baer

Esther Baker-Tarpaga

Nina Marie Barbuto

Norma Jean Barnes

lisa barr

Darrell Barrett

Heather Bartley

Beverly Bates

Leslie Begala

Jaclyn M Belczyk

Sue Bell

Dorothy Bellhouse

Linda Benedict-Jones
Nancy Bernstein & Rocky Schoen
Faith Berry

Gene Bertsch

Kurt Beschorner

Dana Bishop-Root

Susan Blackman

Brittany Blackwell

Hillary Bliss

Paul E Block

Mona Blountt

Lea Blumenfeld

Alyson Bonavoglia

Lisa Borghesi

Henry Boytim

Lauren Braun & Douglas Levine
Karen Brean

Norman Brown

Erica Brusselars

Julie Bubanovich

Elizabeth Burbano
Elizabeth Burnette
Catharyn Burton

Beth & Randy Bush

Regina Butler

R. Yvonne Campos

Alexis Canoy

Margaret Cantwell

Mike Capsambelis

Aidan Carney

Rebecca Carpenter

John Carson & Mary-Lou Arscott
Lindsay Cashman

Alberta & Joe Certo

Etta Cetera

Cheryll M. Chakrabarti
Bruce Chan

Shirley Chapman

Ronnie G Charles
Elizabeth Chodos & Brian McNearney
Lynn Clarke & Erika Johnson
Jstn Clmn

Rosemary Coffey

Susan & William Cohen
Lisa Collier

Sister Juanita L Collins
Ebenezer Concepcion
Thomas & Carla Cords
Veronica Corpuz

Martell Covington

Karing Coyne

Rebecca Crane

Kyle Crawford & Jessica Mederbach
Jolita Crosland

Lisa Cunningham

Margo Cunningham

Rob Cunningham

Teena Marie Custer & Ron Chunn
Brian D'souza

Orlana Darkins Drewery & Darnell Drewery

Judith Davenport

Michele de la Reza & Peter Kope
Joseph Decker & Susan Ardisson
Jose Diaz

Emma Diehl

Tina Dillman

Phuong Dinh

Alex Dolnack

Joshua & Hallie Donner

Meg & Matt Dooley

Rita Drapkin

Clare Drobot

Dr Edmund & Mrs Edmund Effort

Kim El

Ellen Estomin

Tara Finegan

Fire Shorty

Donna Fisher

James Fitch

Stephanie Flom

Lee Fogarty

Angela Ford

Lisa Freeland & George Chaney
Molly B Frounfelter
Zheya Gai

Kathleen Gaines
Howard Gamble

Sandy Garcia

KA Garrett

Stephanie Garrison
Tiffany Gary-Webb

Mita Ghosal

Nancy Gippert

Dr. Cecilia Golden
Ronald Adam Golden
Erin Goldstein

Julie Gonzalez

Evlyn Gould

Lisa Grandstaff

Hannah Graves

Khadija Gray

Caitlin Green & Upendo Tookas
Kathleen & Christopher Green
Toby Greenwalt
Alexandra Gruskos & David Orenstein
Tim Gyves

Penn Hackney

Brandy Hadden

Julia Hagle

Nicole Hall

Jason Harchick
Elizabeth Hardin
Brittany Hargrove
Aurelie Harp

Cheryl Harrison

Ronald Hartman & Leslie Golomb
Susan Haugh & Jane Ramseyer Miller
Byronne Hearn

Jessica Heathcote
Michelle Heck

Divya Heffley

Wanda & Howard Henderson
Kelly Henderson

Holly Hickling

Teresa Hilario

Susan Hill

Alexandra Hiniker
Courtney Hobbs
Christopher Horwitz & Pamela Murray
Melanie Howard
Christiana Howell

Mac & Wren Howison
Karen Humphrey

Colin Hunt

Melisha Hutchins

L Hyun

Kathryn Isherwood
Jennifer Jabaut

Tacara Jackson

Stacey Jarrell

Deana Jirak

Amanda Johnson
Cecelia D Johnson
Diamond Johnson
Jenny Johnson
Alexandra Jones

atiya jones

Jennifer Joy

Katherine Kaemmerer
Janet Kafka

Caroline Kallos

Michael Kamin

Suzu Kawamoto
Carolyn Kazdin

Jennifer Keller

Erika Kellerman
Penelope Kemekenidou
Danielle Keyes

Venea King

Isaac Kivuva & Catherine Mutunga
Lynn & Milton Klein
Daniel Klein

Kluz-Allen Family

Kristin Komazec
Kathryn Krause

Erma Kuykendall

Anne & Vincent Lackner



Justin Laing

Alex Lake

Gail Langstroth

Kate Lasky

Nina Ledonne

Andrew & Desiree Lee
Michelle LeRoy

Nancy Levine

Claudette Lewis

Elsa Limbach & Plamen Karagyozov
Caldwell Linker

Leanne Longwill

Marina Lopez

Christine Lorenz

Kilolo Luckett & John Barbera Jr
Alyssa Lyon

Julie Mallis

Melinda A Maloney

Adil Mansoor

Beth Marcello & John Rodella
Laura Marin

Diana Marston Wood & David Wood
Heather Rae Martin

Naeem Martinez

Crystal Massie

Dita Mathew-Malik

Taylor Mayo

Badel Mbanga

Janet McCall

Erin McCrosky

Linsey McDaniel

Jan McMannis, Tony Buba
Kathleen Kelly Meade & David Meade
Eva Mergner

Muzz & Michelle Meyers
Michele Miller-Cox

Diane Milowicki

Gerard Minaya, Gerry Winfrey
Mark Minnerly

Christine Mondor

Ayanah Moor

Phyllis Moorman Goode
Ayisha A. Morgan-Lee, EdD & Eric A. Smith
Molly Morrill

Jay Moser

Steve & Gail Mosites

Jessica G. Moss

Briann Moye

Clare Mulholland

John Musser

Greg Mutinelli

Maelene Myers

Shaun Myers

Scott Nelson

Celeste Neuhaus

Luke Niebler

Olivia O'Connor

Sean O'Donnell

Margaret Oates

Melanie Paglia

ariel pang

Arthur Pang

Lisa Parker & David Sogg
Richard Parsakian

Mariah Passarelli

Karla C Payne

Staycee & Herman Pearl
Cynthia "cyd" Pennington & C.W. Donohue
Meg Pereira & Patrick McArdle
Erin Perry

Sandra Perry

Stephanie Petroski

Whitney Philipps

juliet phillips

Katie Phillips

Julz Picard

Oliver Pinder

Sarah Platt

Melanie Pliskin

SJ Porter

Deborah & Martin Powell
Lindsay Powell

Sadie Powers & Nicole Hall
Shannon Pryor

Andrew Ptaschinski

Barb Pugh

Christa Puskarich

Diana Ramsey

Cathy Raphael

Rachel Rearick

Joseph Reed

Ross Reilly

Kayla Reiman

Daniel & Lauren Resnick
Ryan Ricarte

Emily Rice

Martha Riecks & Christopher Tracey

Georgiana Riley
Ringold-Unangst Family
Laura Ristau

Shay Rivera

Maggie & Mathew Rosenblum
Nathaniel Rouse Il

James Saal & Felicia Snead
Maria Teresa Saenz Robles
sarah sanford

Janet Sarbaugh

Anna Savage

Wayne Savage

Nancy Schaefer

Antonia Scheidel

Cait, Jack & Bee Schindler
Margaret M Schmidt

Rose Scilla

Doreen Scott

Roslyn & Herschel Segall
Kelly Seibel

John Seidman

Daniel Shaffer

Amit Shah

Sawyer Shaw & family

Dom Sheffey

Sean Shepherd & Jake Goodman
Megan Sigesmund

Carol Sikov Gross

Yael Silk

Suzie Silver, Hilary Harp
Shana Simmons

Nichole M Sims

Luke Skurman

slowdanger

Richard C Smith

Felicia Snead, MD

Maryanne Sonick

Rick Soria, Dr. Scott Fech
Rayden Sorock & O.E. Zelmanovich
Sarah Anne & Chad Stacy
Lauryn Stalter

Rashni Stanford

Lyn Starr

Randi Starr

Toni Stowers

Chitra Subramanian

Irene Surmik

Xavier Szigethy

Zachariah Tabler

Aaron Tarnow

Anna Taylor & Thompson Knight
Keysha Taylor

Edward Terry

Mark Thomas

Emily Thurston

Arvid Tomayko & H. Gene Thompson
Lauren Turner

Dixie & John Tymitz

Michael Uhrin

Hana Uman

Elizabeth Urbaitis

Stewart Urist & Sara Packin
Rachel Vallozzi

Vicki Vargo & Chris Meklas
Amelia Wagner

Janine Walker

Dr. Tahirah Walker

Julie Waltz-Stalker

Dennis Washington

Jessica Wasserlauf

Nadine Wasserman, Guillermo Perez
Kim Weild

Robert & Arlene Weiner
Helene Weinraub & Geoff Clauss
Dan Weisberg

Sarah Wertheimer

Heather White

Peggy C Whitehurst

Michael E. Whitelock

Tiffany Wilhelm & Kyle Bostian
Mandee Williams

Rosia Williams

Randall Wilson

Lida Winfield

Heidi Wiren Bartlett

Scott Wolovich

Kelley Woodruff

Sarah Woodruff

Alecia D Young & Damon | Young
Amy Zhuang




